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FROM THE PRESIDENT – Brenda McCann 
  
Here we are once again, a fourth of the year has zipped by.   I want to bring to your attention 
what the Club has been working on, as well as some of the programs, events, and activities that 
are coming up in 2007.  A questionnaire accompanied the Annual Dues notices, some (very few) 
members took the time to fill out and return these when they sent their dues back.  With the few 
responses the Club did receive, we will do our best to have programs, events and/or activities 
that we hope will interest our members.  I would like to see more members attending meetings, 
volunteering, and giving input.  We work very hard to bring you either a meeting or an activity 
eleven months out of the year.  Now let’s have some fun! 
 
The Club held their Annual Christmas Party in December.    Bill and Ann Kochler graciously 
hosted the party and auction.  Members came bearing gifts for the Chinese Auction, sharing their 
favorite side dish or dessert—merriment prevailed! 
 
Thanks to Club members Nancy Cook, Walter and Amanda Fraser for traveling to Allentown in 
January to participate in the Lehigh Valley Kennel Club’s Annual Canine Learning Experience.  
Joey Fineran represented Airedale Rescue at this event.  The Club had a lovely booth with lots of 
educational breed information for the Airedale fancier.  Our booth will be getting a facelift for 
the 2008 event.  Please make plans to support your Club by visiting us at Agricultural Hall, 
Allentown Fairgrounds in January 2008. 
 
Ludwig’s Inn and Oyster Bar was the location for the Club’s Annual Luncheon Meeting.  The 
Club scheduled the luncheon for March 18, 2007 at l PM.  “The History of the Airedale” was the 
program for this year’s luncheon.   Our speakers for the program were Benjamin (Ben) 
McCarthy and Adele Abe.  Installation of new officers took place at the luncheon.  
 
This is the first year for our Club to be hosting Airedale Supported Entries at the Chester   
Valley Kennel Club Show Friday, May 11, 2007. 
 
On Saturday, May l2, 2007, our 21stst Annual Specialty Show & Sweepstakes at  



 

 

Ludwig’s Corner Show Grounds, Ludwig’s Corner, PA. In conjunction with Chester  
Valley Kennel Club will take place.  The Club will be hosting a Tailgate Party after the  
Judging.  The Ways and Means committee is putting a raffle basket together.  If you  
Would like to donate a dog-related item to the basket, please contact the committee.  
During the Tailgate Party, the announcement of the basket winner will take place. 
 
There is a Spring Hike scheduled for April l4, 2007 at Valley Forge National Park.   
Remember to go to the Club’s website for a complete schedule of activities.  I want to  
send a very sincere Thank You to Judy McLaughlin for stepping in to help the Club by  
updating the website.  We needed a new Webmaster and Judy came to our rescue.  She  
did a fantastic job.  Thanks again.   As a reminder, it is: www.atcgp.org. 
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR 2007 
This past November, President Brenda McCann appointed the annual Nominating Committee 
consisting of Amanda Fraser, Chair, Adele Abe, and Walter Fraser.  The Committee reported its 
slate of nominees at the Feb. 2006, meeting of the club. At he annual meeting in March, 
nominations were closed and the proposed slate voted on and approved. 
 

President:  Brenda McCann 
Vice President: Bill Kochler 
Secretary:  Nancy Jane Cook 
Treasurer:  Ann Kochler 
 
Board of Directors: 
 Caroline Beard 
 Barbara Vaughn 
 Jack McLaughlin 
           Richard Eyman 
 Walter Fraser 

 
CALENDAR FOR 2007 
Apr. 14, 2007 (Sat.) TBA Spring hike/ & brief meeting. Location TBA. Flyer to follow. 
 
Apr. 20, 2007 (Fri.) 7:30 Board Meeting.  
 
May 11, 2007 (Fri.) ~9AM Airedale supported entries at the Chester Valley KC Show. 
 
May 12, 2007 (Sat.) ~9AM Specialty Show and Sweepstakes at the Chester Valley KC Show.  
  Flyer to follow. 
 
Jun. 15, 2007 (Fri.) 7:30 Board Meeting.  
 
Jul. 15, 2007 (Sun.) TBA Club Picnic & brief meeting. 
 
Aug. 17, 2007 (Fri.) 7:30 Board meeting.  
 
Sep. 22, 2007 (Sat.) ~9AM AKC Match Show and Fun Day. Hibernia Park. Flyer will follow. 
 
Oct. 19, 2007 (Fri.) 7:30 Board Meeting.  
 
Nov. 10, 2007 (Sat.) TBA Fall hike & brief meeting. 
 



 

 

Dec. 16, 2007 (Sun.) TBA Christmas party. Flyer will follow. 
 
BRAGS 
From Samantha Curran: Max hasn't been shown much since January, but he has won about 15 
Terrier Groups this year and 3 more All-Breed Best In Shows for a total of 37 BIS. 
 

 
The exciting news is that Max's daughters, Mathilda and Krissie, have done some outstanding 
winning.  Mathilda (Ch. Huntwood's Waltzing Mathilda) bred by Susan Kipp and Adam Glas 
and owned by Andrea and Bob Berkowitz and Susan and Scott Kipp went Best of Breed at 
Westminster. 
 
More Good News!   Valeria and John Rickard's Krissie (Ch.Joval Angel's Kiss) won Best of 
Breed in a huge, competitive group of 104 Airedales at Crufts.  The Airedales competing came 
from all over Europe, and we heard that Krissie was by far the standout and showed brilliantly.   
Valeria herself handled Krissie to this impressive win. Krissie had just turned two-years-old.  We 
are all very proud of Valeria and Krissie! 
 
Also, April Clyde called to tell me that her 11 month old Max son, Joker went Best of Winners 
for a 3-point Major and placed Puppy Group 2 both days at the New Brunswick Kennel Club 
shows this weekend.   His sire, Max, won the Terrier Group both days.    
 
We are proud of Max's win record, and even more proud of his "kids" who are doing so 
brilliantly in the show ring! 

 



 

 

 
 
A FIRST TIMER’S VIEW OF THE CRUFTS DOG SHOW  By Joh n Rickard:   
 
The Tag-line for Crufts is “the world's greatest dog show”. Well, for this first time attendee and 
exhibitioner there, it lived up to that claim. As I understand it, there is only one venue in all of 
England large enough to hold the over 23,000 entered dogs, their support crews, vendors, club 
volunteers and attendees, and this is after having the festivities split across 4 days! My wife 
Valeria had been to a few Crufts shows in the past so she clued me in on what to expect, but even 
after that, once the day got into full swing, with all the people, dogs, action, etc… it was at times, 
in a word - overwhelming. 
 
Crufts used to be held in London, but because of its growth, was moved to the National 
Exhibition Center (NEC) in Birmingham (2 hours North East of London). It also used to be on a 
single day, but now, has been split across 4 days, having 2 groups per day, set on a rotating 
schedule (this year Terriers were on Saturday, next year they will be on Sunday), culminating 
with the Best in Show competition on Sunday. Also, I can say that with the 5 huge halls filled 
with vendors, both large and small, it would almost take 4 days to see it all. I recommend that 
you wear comfortable walking shoes and bring a wad of cash as, mixed in with the large-scale 
vendors were the smaller artisans peddling some exquisite works not to be found in mail-order 
catalogs. It was worth the walk just to see the cool stuff, and yes, we had to acquire a few 
treasures for ourselves. In addition to vendors, there were many things to see and do such as visit 
the “meet the breed” hall or watch demonstrations like obedience, fly ball, and many others. 
 
To be fair, my impression of the actual “showing” may be a bit tainted, given our girl, CH Joval 
Angel’s Kiss (Krissie) won Best of Breed and ultimately was selected in the “short-list” in the 
Terrier Group! So let me disclose that fact up front. And, my focus was largely on the Airedales, 
so please excuse my omission of comment towards the rest of the 22,899 or so dogs there, I’m 
sure they were lovely and had a great time too. 
 
The Judging of the 101 Airedales entered took Mr. Michael Sarjeant about 4 hours to complete 
as all were given their moment and a good long look. The procedure itself was mostly the same, 
with a good tactile conformation check followed by an inspection of the dog’s movement both in 



 

 

a triangle and straight line. There was however no initial “circling” of the ring by all in the class 
nor was there any sparring. The English classes, being different than those here in the U.S., took 
some getting used to and some explanation, but overall worked similarly to ours. One major 
difference was that the Champions were judged along-side the class dogs as it is the English 
opinion that “to be a champion you must be able to beat a champion”. They went through the 
Dog classes first and in the end the winners of each class competed for “Best Dog”, then the 
same for the Bitches ending with the competition for “Best Bitch”. Winners of the “Best Dog” 
and “Best Bitch” were awarded a CC or Challenge Certificate. CC’s are only awarded at a 
limited number of championship shows and to become an English Champion, a dog is required 
to win 3 CCs. The culmination of the Breed judging was a head-to-head competition for Best of 
Breed between the Best Dog and Best Bitch. And, I can say that the same sense of pride wells up 
when your dog wins Best of Breed in England as it does here in the U.S.  
 
One aspect of the show that did surprise this spectator and amateur photographer was the lack of 
fencing or border around the ring for breed judging, just a few lines of chairs. This allowed us 
(the crowd) to move more freely along the edges so to get a better look at the dogs. For me, it 
allowed better pictures, so I was quite pleased. It also gave a more relaxed feel of the 
competition itself. Also, once the judging was finished, the winners (top 5 from the classes) lined 
up to receive their rosettes and everyone rushed into the ring to take pictures. I was also told that 
unlike here in the U.S., judges in England offer a “critique” of the winning dog(s) which is 
eventually published in the dog show newspaper’s report. Wouldn’t that would be an interesting 
addition to our judging procedure here... 
 
Once Breed judging was over, the time was rapidly approaching the scheduled start of the Terrier 
Group. No time for pictures… as we were rushed off into the staging area by the BBC page, only 
to find out that fly ball and the obedience demo were behind schedule…What can you say, 
British T.V. is no different than U.S. T.V. After an hour or so wait, it was time to go in, and, 
seeing Valeria and Krissie lead in the Terrier Group was one memory I will cherish for a long 
time to come.  
 
The Group judging was done by Mr. Stuart Plane and in the fashion that I was accustomed, 
except that the breeds were lined up alphabetically as opposed to by size. Like in the U.S., the 
Airedale goes on first (as it should be � ) After being judged, Valeria and Krissie had some time 
to kill waiting for the other 26 terriers to have their turn. Krissie split her time between watching 
the 2 big-screen TV’s, checking out the crowd, and clowning around on her back wanting her 
belly rubbed. But, to her credit, when it came time to get serious, she sure did. Up against some 
of the winning-est dogs from across the world, it was a true honor to have Krissie selected to the 
final 7! For this, I need to offer a special thanks to Both judges for recognizing our girl in this 
very special way. 
 
And, I do need to comment on the overall “feel” of the show itself. Even though it was crowded, 
hectic and admittedly stressful at times, the people there were always polite and obviously 
having a great time. There was not a cross or spiteful word uttered. Before, during and after the 
judging, it was like a big potluck party with everyone walking around, looking at the dogs, 
talking and sharing a bite to eat. Valeria, Krissie and I were warmly welcomed (and eventually 
congratulated) by everyone and made to feel at home. This show was, as I believe dog shows 
were originally intended, as refreshing celebrations of the dogs. 
 
Notably, most of the people exhibiting were either breeders or owner-handlers, and I believe that 
gave the show a certain purity that all too often gets lost here in the U.S. where we tend to get 
too caught up in the “business” of dog showing. Let me also direct the credit for our success to 



 

 

whom it is due, my lovely wife Valeria who breeds, conditions and ultimately shows our 
Airedales. She is a true artist with the stripping knife and, when in the ring, has a connection 
with the dog that is simply extraordinary. 
 
Crufts was a truly amazing experience that I would whole-heartedly recommend for any dog 
show enthusiast to experience at least once in their lifetimes. You will undoubtedly bring home 
many wonderful memories… and maybe even a ribbon � .  
 
I welcome anyone who would like to see a few of the pictures I shot at Crufts, both in and 
around the breed and group rings, to visit our website at www.JovalAiredales.com and click on 
the link in the “What’s News” section. Also, Crufts 2007 will be televised on Animal Planet, 
May 26th at 7:00PM. 
 
LITTERS 
 
We are unaware of any pups available in this area. 
 
For other puppy information, contact Doris McLaughlin at 302-239-4904. 
 
VACCINE FOR GUM DISEASE.   
 
Pfizer Animal health has launched the first vaccine to fight the bacteria that leads to painful gum 
disease in dogs.  Porphyromonas Denticanis-Gulae-Salivosa Bacteria, named after the main 
bacteria that cause periodontal disease, is given initially in 2 doses three weeks apart to dogs at 
least 7 weeks old.  The U. S. Department of Agriculture gave the vaccine conditional approval, 
which means it's believed to be effective, but long-term studies remain ongoing.  
 
Periodontal disease can lead to tooth loss and other health problems if untreated.  Although the 
vaccine is hoped to prevent bacteria infection.  Pfizer says that it's only part of a plan that also 
should include regular tooth brushing, dental exams and tooth cleaning.    
 

*  *  *  *  * 
 
Edited by:  Barbara Vaughn, Jack McLaughlin & Leslie Apple 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


